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Flood caused telecommunications 
outage in Floyd, Pike

A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND 
TI MES STAFF REPORT

The recent fl ood 
damaged fi ber lines that 
service customers of 
Gearheart Communica-
tions and InterMountain 
Cable this week, causing 
an outage of telephone, 

internet and television 
services to thousands of 
residents in Floyd and 
Pike counties.

The Feb. 14 outage 
impacted homes and 
businesses in Ivel and 
other areas located along 
U.S. 23, as well as Da-
vid, Martin, Blue River, 

Garret t, Grethel, Minnie 
and areas on the north-
ern end of Pike County. 
The outage began at ap-
proximately 12:20 p.m. 
on Feb. 14 and service 
was restored after 4 a.m. 
on Feb. 15, Gearheart 
Communications Market-
ing Director Heath Wiley 

said. 
He said the outage 

impacted most of Floyd 
County, and a few places 
in Pike County.

Wiley reported that 
the outage occurred be-
cause of recent fl ooding. 
Flood waters downed a 
pole near Hylton Homes 

in Ivel and a fi ber cable 
that stretched across the 
Levisa Fork of the Big 
Sandy River was dam-
aged.

Service was not im-
pacted, he said, until af-
ter fl ood waters started 
receding and debris in 

See OUTAGE, Page 7A

Conn 
disbarred

BY AARON K. NELSON

APPALACHI AN NEWSPAPERS

Former Social Security at-
torney Eric C. Conn has been 
formally disbarred from prac-
ticing law in Kentucky, after fi l-
ing a let ter of resignation with 
the Kentucky Bar Association.

According to a ruling from 
the Kentucky Supreme Court, 
the KBA has two fi les on 
Conn’s actions supporting the 
case for disbarment. 

The fi rst followed a 2013 
plea to a campaign fi nance vi-
olation in which Conn pleaded 
guilty to a misdemeanor af-
ter making “straw” donations 
through his employees to the 
campaign of Justice Will T. 
Scott.

The second came after 
he pleaded guilty last year 
to felony charges for bribing 
an administrative law judge 
to approve his clients’ Social 
Security cases. Conn wrote a 
let ter resigning from KBA after 
that plea, and Conn’s at torney, 
Scott White, of Lexington, 
fi led the relevant motion while 
Conn was allegedly out of the 
country, the ruling said.

“Conn’s actions, as 

Women in Red 
raise awareness

Nearly 80 people gathered at the 

Jenny Wiley State Resort Park Thurs-

day to celebrate the ninth annual Go 

Red for Women Lunch & Learn event. 

The event is sponsored by Saint 

Joseph Martin, KentuckyOne Health 

and the American Heart Associa-

tion. The event off ered attendees the 

chance to receive information about 

heart disease and ways to prevent it. 

John Triplett, MD, was the keynote 

speaker for Thursday’s event.

Floyd Chronicle and Times photos by Josh 

Little

MCCC celebrates 

opening of 

Dogwood 

Apartments
BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRI TER 

Mountain Compre-
hensive Care Center offi -
cials joined others to cel-
ebrate the opening of its 

new apartment complex 
this week.

A ribbon-cutting was 
held on Feb. 15 at MCCC’s 
new Dogwood Apartment 
complex, located at 1416 Floyd Chronicle and Times by Mary Meadows

Mountain Comprehensive Care Center offi  cials and community leaders cut the 

ribbon to offi  cially open the Dogwoods Apartment complex in Prestonsburg. See OPENING, Page 3A

See CONN, Page 2A
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Kent Rose Foundation 

launches BSCTC scholarship

Submitted photo

Gina Rose of the Kent Rose Foundation, left, and BSCTC President Dr. 

Sherry Zylka sign an agreement to establish a new automotive technology 

scholarship.

SPECI AL TO THE FLOYD 
CHRONI CLE AND TI MES

A Prestonsburg resident who 
died in 2016 is leaving a legacy at 
Big Sandy Community & Technical 
College.

BSCTC President Dr. Sherry Zyl-
ka fi nalized an agreement on Feb. 
8 with the Kent Rose Foundation to 
establish the Kent Rose Foundation 
scholarship. 

Rose died of lung cancer in 2016, 
and his wife Gina established the 
foundation to “carry on Kent ’s vision 
of helping students achieve their 
goals by providing community col-
lege scholarships.” Rose owned an 
automobile repair shop in Prestons-
burg for years prior to his death. The 
scholarship is open to high school 
students seeking associate degrees 
in automotive technology at BSCTC.

“We are overwhelmed with emo-
tion today as we sign the agreement 
with Dr. Zylka in partnering with 

Big Sandy Community & Technical 
College to establish the Kent Rose 
Foundation Automotive Technolo-
gy Scholarship,” Gina Rose said in a 
press release. “This scholarship has 
been years in the making. We are so 
thankful for the support we have had 
on the journey here and look forward 
to continued growth as, together we 
can change lives.” 

The scholarship is open to stu-
dents who have demonstrated a fi -
nancial need and may be renewed 
for a second year if they maintain a 
3.0 GPA. Applications are being ac-
cepted at BSCTC through April 1.

“We are thankful for our com-
munity partners like the Kent Rose 
Foundation, Inc. who continue to 
help us provide educational oppor-
tunities to students in our area who 
may not have had them otherwise,” 
Dr. Zylka said in a statement.

For more information, call Kelli 
Ayers at, (606) 886-7358, or email, 
kayers0006@kctcs.edu.

All applications filed in 
superintendent search

FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND 
TI MES STAFF REPORT

All applications for the Floyd Coun-
ty School District ’s new superintendent 
have been received.

The Kentucky School Boards Asso-
ciation, which was hired by the Floyd 
County Board of Education to conduct 
the district ’s search for a new superin-
tendent, closed the application process 
on Feb. 9.

Don Martin, a KSBA representa-
tive who is leading the search for the 
district, would not disclose how many 
applications have been received this 
week, saying he wants to fi rst present 
that information to the board. 

The Floyd County Board of Educa-
tion and the district ’s Superintendent 
Search committee will host a joint 
meeting on Monday, Feb. 19, at 6 p.m. 
at May Valley Elementary School to dis-
cuss the search. 

The board approved the appoint-
ment of the six-member search com-
mittee last year, accepting nomination 
from teachers, principals, classifi ed 
employees and parent organizations. It 
includes Floyd County Board of Educa-
tion Chairman Sherry Robinson, Floyd 
Central High School Principal Greta 
Thornsberry, Talented and Gifted Pro-
gram coordinator Karen DeRossett, 
Adams Middle School math teacher 
Charles Rowe, maintenance employee 
Mike Howard and Floyd County Master 
Commissioner Ashley Tackett Laferty, a 
parent representative. 

In previous board meetings, Martin 
described the joint meeting with the 
screening committee as an “opportuni-
ty for the board of education to tell the 
screening committee what they want” 

in a new superintendent. He said the 
screening committee will go through 
the applications submitted that eve-
ning, and start writing questions they 
want to ask the candidates. The num-
ber of applications would be narrowed 
down, he said, to 10 or 11 people the 
committee members want to know 
more about. 

The KSBA will provide a rubric, he 
said, that will quantify the board’s crite-
ria against each applicant so the candi-
dates can be ranked. Interviews will be-
gin at the second screening committee 
meeting, he previously reported, and 
virtual interviews will be permitted. 

When he shared this information 
with the board last year, Martin sug-
gested waiting until the spring to col-
lect applications, saying that more can-
didates may be available at that time. 
He joked, “Usually that’s what we call in 
the business, is the fi shing season for 
superintendents.”

His comments prompted Robinson 
to ask if the district can extend the 
search into the spring if the “fi sh aren’t 
biting.” Martin told her the district can 
advertise for as long as it wants at no 
additional charge. 

The committee will review applica-
tions and make recommendations to 
the Floyd County Board of Education. 
The board, however, is not required to 
hire the candidate recommended by 
the committee. 

Interim Superintendent Steve Trim-
ble was hired on June 26, 2017, to re-
place former Superintendent Dr. Henry 
Webb, who resigned that month and 
moved to Kenton County. Trimble’s 
contract runs through June 30, 2018.

Marriages filed
SPECI AL TO THE FLOYD

CHRONI CLE AND TI MES

The following mar-
riages were recently 
fi led in the Floyd County 
Clerk’s offi ce:

Cary Jennifer Wicker, 
43, of Auxier, to Amanda 
Faye Blackburn, 38, of 

Auxier
Shelly L. Hall, 43, of 

Auxier, to Madison Hall, 
53, of Auxier

Roger D. Hicks, 67, of 
Topmost, to Lavenna S. 
Hall, 52, of Melvin

Megan Nicole Auxier, 
28, of Paintsville, to John 
Douglas Holbrook, 36, of 

Salyersville
Herman H. Adams Jr., 

61, of Wayland, to Eliza-
beth Parsons, 38, of Mc-
Dowell

Brady Clyde Hall, 25, 
of Harold, to Victoria 
Whitney Rice, 23, of Har-
old.

refl ected in his plead-

ing guilt y to mult iple 

charges, exhibit  con-
duct which make him 
unfi t  to pract ice law in 
the Commonwealth,” 
the Supreme Court rul-
ing said. “Aside from 

Conn’s recent behavior, 
fl eeing the country, he 
has pleaded guilt y to 
enough criminal fi nan-
cial act ivit y to support 
permanent disbarment.”

CONN
Continued From Page 1A
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Wayland looking into agreement with Quest Energy
BY JOSH LI TTLE 
STAFF WRI TER

The Wayland City 
Commission discussed 
entering into an agree-
ment with the Quest 
Energy Corporation that 
would allow the corpora-
tion to fi nish mining the 
“gob” in the city, while 
allowing the city to in-
crease its revenues.

At its regularly-sched-
uled meeting Tuesday, 
the Wayland City Com-
mission voted to termi-
nate a contract between 
the city and Landfall Min-
ing, citing a breach of the 
agreement between the 
two. 

“We have been 
through about four re-
visions of that contract 
since I  have been here 
and none of them have 
seemed to work to get 
that gob mined in 28 Hol-
low,” said Tyler Green, 
at torney for the City of 
Wayland, referring to the 
contract with Landfall.

Green said the orig-
inal contract stated that 
if Landfall failed to per-

form their duties under 
the contract, then the 
city could terminate that 
contract. Green read the 
let ter of termination to 
the city council Tuesday. 
The commission voted 
unanimously in favor of 
terminating the contract. 

The commission then 
heard from Rex Frohnap-
fel, co-owner and vice 
president of coal oper-
ations for Quest Energy 
Corporation, about a pos-
sible agreement between 
the two entities.

Frohnapfel told the 
board that Quest had no 
ties to any of the compa-
nies which have leased 
the mining area in ques-
tion before. He said that 
Quest would have an 
advantage on the min-
ing because they are the 
only company within a 
two-hour commute with 
a preparation plant.

“I t ’s very hard for a 
third party to mine this 
coal and then try to sell 
it,”  Frohnapfel told the 
commission. “The reason 
being is that it ’s a very 
low quality of coal, but 

it is valuable … We own 
every preparation plant 
within two hours of here. 
So, this coal is going to 
be extremely tough to 
transport out of there 
with a third party.”

As of Tuesday, 
Frohnapfel said agree-
ments discussed between 
Wayland Mayor Jerry Ful-
tz and himself consisted 
of a $1,000 monthly mini-
mum if Quest Energy was 
not mining on the prop-
erty and a $4,000 per 
month minimum when 
the company does work. 
He said he believes that 
Quest can get around 
6,000 clean tons of coal 
per month, which would 

be $6,000 for the City of 
Wayland each month, at 
$1 per ton.

“I ’m pret ty confi dent 
that for the next two 
years, we have an order 
that we can probably put 
2-3,000 clean tons on a 
train,” said Frohnapfel. 
He said the order would 
be going to a utilit ies 
plant in Gainesville, Flor-
ida.

Frohnapfel told the 
commission that the or-
der that Quest wanted 
to put the coal on from 
Wayland, began in Jan-
uary. He said that the 
company is currently pur-
chasing outside coal at a 
higher price to fi ll the or-

der.
“This (agreement) is 

going to allow us to turn 
that around; to get back 
underneath to where we 
are showing a profi t,”  he 
said. He said he would 
like to see a move on 
the agreement within the 
next 15 days, as of Tues-
day.

“I  know that ’s not 
giving you all a lot of 
time,” said Frohnapfel to 
the commission. “But I  
have to start moving coal 
probably within the next 
15 days.”

Frohnapfel said his 
company would need to 
receive a lease for the 
property from Landfall 

Mining before being able 
to mine the gob. He said 
the city would have to 
approve an agreement 
with Quest before that 
could take place.

If the agreement is 
approved, once the min-
ing is complete, the re-
claimed land could be 
used by the city for a 
number of purposes.

No action was tak-
en by the commission at 
Tuesday’s meeting, but 
Green said he, Fultz and 
Frohnapfel would meet to 
discuss the agreement. 
Fultz was not present at 
Tuesday’s meeting, due 
to a family emergency.

South Lake Drive in Pres-
tonsburg. 

The complex offers 
20 apartments designated 
for low-income individuals 
and families. Most of the 
apartments are reserved 
for homeless individuals, 
and others are reserved for 
people who have special 
needs, including those who 
have physical or mental dis-
abilities, are victims of do-
mestic violence, are under-
going addiction treatment 
or are senior citizens.

“These apartments are 
a fantastic opportunity for 
our citizens in the region,” 
said Jordan Gibson, presi-
dent and CEO of the South-
east Kentucky Chamber of 
Commerce.

Regena Jones, a rep-
resentative of U.S. Sen. 
Rand Paul, talked about the 
benefi ts the complex would 
provide, noting a high num-
ber of disabled people and 
the region’s struggle with 
drug addiction. 

“Mountain Comprehen-
sive Care saw a void and 
they fi lled it with this proj-
ect,” she said. 

Floyd County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Ben Hale com-
mended MCCC for its re-
cent expansions, thanking 
the agency for its effort.

“I  want to thank you 
guys,” he said. “You guys 
have been a real partner 
here in Eastern Kentucky….
If it wasn’t for you all fi lling 
that void, which one of you 
all talked about a minute 
ago, I  don’t know exactly 
what we would do right now 
with this opioid addiction 
that has been a scourge on 
this whole county.” 

He specifi cally thanked 
MCCC leadership and its 
CEO Promod Mots Bishnoi 
for the “changes you’ve 
made and the hope that we 
have because of you all.”  

Bishnoi thanked all the 
partners that made the 
project a reality, as well as 
MCCC staff who led it. He 
explained that MCCC hosts 
quarterly meetings with 
community partners to de-
termine what types of ser-
vices are needed, and the 
apartment complex project 
came out of one of those 
meetings.

“We are just trying 
to meet the needs of our 

community and of our cli-
ents,” he said. 

MCCC held a ground-
breaking for the apartment 
complex last April in the for-
mer location of the Layne 
House substance abuse 
treatment facility. MCCC 
tore down the Layne House 
to pave the way for the new 
apartment complex after it 
opened the Mountain Cen-
ter for Recovery and Hope 
at StoneCrest in 2016. 

The project cost about 
$1.7 million, with the major-
ity of the funds coming from 
the Federal Home Loan 
Bank of Cincinnati, an orga-
nization that offers funding 
to banks and sets aside a 
portion of its revenues to 
provide affordable housing 
grants. It partnered with 
First Commonwealth Bank 
to make those funds avail-
able for the project. 

John Byczkowski, of the 
Federal Home Loan Bank of 
Cincinnati, said his agency 
has provided more than 
$700 million for housing 
projects since that program 
started in the 1990. 

Jackie Long, MCCC 
director of housing and 
grants, said applicants for 
apartments are now being 
accepted. MCCC does not 
have a rental assistance 
program, she said, and 
applicants should call local 
public housing associations 
to get on a waiting list for 
Section 8 or HUD rental as-
sistance. 

For more information, 
call, (606) 886-8572.

OPENING
Continued From Page 1A
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Several charged in Floyd 
District Court, civil cases filed

A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND 
TI MES STAFF REPORT

Charges were fi led against 
several recently in Floyd Dis-
trict Court. The charges includ-
ed:

Lawsuits fi led
Krystal Lynn Hall vs. Kevin 

Jerome Hall.
Courtney Alison Dingus vs. 

John William Dingus.
Briann McKinney, et al. vs. 

Jack Anderson.
Kyle Williams vs. Jessie E. 

Tacket t, et al.
Stephanie Dye, et al. vs. 

Justin Conley, et al.
Community Trust Bank, 

Inc. vs. Estate of Jeffrey Me-
ade, et al.

Amanda Miller vs. Saint Jo-
seph Martin.

Priscilla Conn vs. Family 
Dollar Stores of KY LP, et al.

Brandon Lee Wright vs. 
Tori Cline.

TD Auto Finance, LLC. vs. 
Rhonda Mullins.

Teresa Bates vs. David L. 
Hendry, et al.

Heather O’Brian vs. Wesley 
R. O’Brian.

Discover Bank vs. Carlos 
Chirinos.

James Blackburn vs. Re-
becca Garret t, et al.

Charles E. Hicks I I  vs. Brit-
tany Zimmerman Hicks.

MTAG as C/F MGD-KY LLC. 
vs. Shane D. Boudle, et al.

Curtis Ingram vs. St. Vin-
cent Mission, Inc. and Store 
David.

First Guaranty Mortgage 
Corporation vs. Stephen John-
son.

Felony charges fi led
Kenneth Allen, 53, of North 

Fourth Street, Allen, driving 
under the infl uence, fi rst-de-
gree possession of a controlled 
substance, possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Joey R. Hopkins, 37, of 
Gardner Fork, Shelbiana, fl a-
grant nonsupport.

Kenneth Hayden, 30, of Ky. 

Rt. 404, David, fl agrant non-
support (two counts).

Misdemeanor charges 
fi led

Jeremy Ryan Carr, 32, of 
Indian Hills Apartments, Pres-
tonsburg, public intoxication of 
a controlled substance.

Ricky Lee Crider, 29, of 
Weddington Lane, Prestons-
burg, careless driving, not 
using turn signal, violation of 
EPO.

Chad Jarrell, 33, of Shop 
Branch, Printer, third-degree 
possession of controlled sub-
stance, second-degree posses-
sion of controlled substance, 
possession of drug parapher-

nalia.
Shane Thomas Engle, 32, 

of Ky. Rt. 306, Wheelwright, 
fourth-degree assault (domes-
tic violence).

Jacob Henson, 21, of Ky. 
Rt. 1100, East Point, fi rst-de-
gree criminal trespassing, sec-
ond-degree criminal mischief.

Thomas Jenkins, 38, of 
Cracker Bot tom Road, Martin, 
harassment.

Editor’s note: The above 
list refl ects people who are 
charged in Floyd District Court. 
The charges against them are 
merely accusations and the 
defendant is presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty.

Caudill joins Wayland 

City Commission

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Josh Little

Michael Caudill was sworn in as the newest member of the Wayland City 

Commission at its most recent meeting held Tuesday. Caudill will replace 

Craige Case, whose resignation letter was accepted at the commission’s 

January meeting. Caudill was sworn in by Wayland City Clerk Sharon An-

derson.

AppalRed offers helps to 
clients of Eric C. Conn

SPECI AL TO THE FLOYD 
CHRONI CLE AND TI MES 

The Appalachian Research and 
Defense Fund is of fering services 
to former clients of at torney Eric C. 
Conn.

The nonprofi t  agency sent out a 
press release this week, encouraging 
clients to reach out to at torneys there 
if they need help during the redeter-
minat ion process.

“About 2,000 more former clients 
of At torney Eric C. Conn are facing 
a review of their eligibilit y for Social 
Securit y Disabilit y and SSI  benefi ts 
because of possible fraud,”  the press 
release said. “Those people will be re-
ceiving not ices informing them of the 
review and giving them 30 days to 
provide addit ional medical evidence 
support ing that they were disabled at 
the t ime they were awarded benefi ts.”  

The agency “strongly encourag-
es”  everyone who receives a redeter-
minat ion not ice to get an at torney. 

“All af fected persons should fol-
low the direct ions on their not ices 
and send in any appropriate medical 

records to the Social Securit y address 

given as soon as possible,”  the press 

release said. “  Most of those who re-

ceive not ices will face a hearing be-

fore an Administrat ive Law Judge.  

AppalReD Legal Aid strongly encour-

ages all those who receive not ices to 

get an at torney.”

AppalReD Legal Aid, which serves 

37 Eastern Kentucky count ies, pro-

vides free legal help in civil mat ters to 

people and groups who cannot af ford 

an at torney. 

At torneys at  AppalReD will handle 

some of these cases and it  will also 

recruit  private at torneys who will pro-

vide pro bono, or free, representat ion 

to some clients. 

“AppalReD Legal Aid will do its 

best to try to arrange representat ion 

for all those who apply, but AppalReD 

Legal Aid cannot guarantee that it  will 

be able to help everyone,”  the press 

release said. 

For more information, call Ap-

palReD at, (866) 277-5733.
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GUEST EDI TORI AL:
While waiting for pension reform, don’t ignore other bills

This week, the Ken-
tucky legislature will pass 
the halfway point in the 
2018 session and, if you’re 
wondering where pension 
reform stands, a bill still 
hasn’t been introduced by 
the Republican majority.

Kentuckians have been 
waiting for action by state 
offi cials since last year, 
when we were promised a 
special session on pension 
reform. Now, it  appears 
that legislators are continu-
ing their work in private. 
Recently, acting House 
Speaker David Osborne set 
a target for introduction of 
a bill, and missed that tar-
get. So, it ’s likely he’ll stay 
out of the prediction game 
for a while as Kentucki-

ans continue waiting for 
the long-awaited proposal 
from the legislature.

Meanwhile, other bills 
continue to move through 
the legislature. Most do 
not have the signifi cance 
of pension reform, but 
they should not be ig-
nored. Dozens of bills and 
resolutions have passed at 
least one body of the leg-
islature.

Several have passed 
both bodies. Marsy’s Law 
is an example. The mea-
sure, which isn’t law yet, 
would extend equal rights 
to victims of crime. As a 
constitutional amendment, 
it  requires voter approval 
in November. The right to 
be notifi ed of a criminal’s 

release is among the many 
provisions in the bill.

Two bills have passed 
both bodies with over-
whelming support and 
been delivered to the gov-
ernor for fi nal approval.

House Bill 146 makes 
a number of name chang-
es to divisions within the 
Department of Agriculture 
and other technical cor-
rections. I f its overwhelm-
ing passage through both 
bodies of the legislature 
— 94-0 in the House and 
36-0 in the Senate — is 
any indication, it  will likely 
receive Bevin’s signature.

House Bill 157 is slight-
ly more consequential. In a 
similar manner to Repub-
licans and Democrats, it 

would allow minor polit ical 
parties to have their own 
caucus campaign commit-
tees, which can receive 
donations and spend mon-
ey to support polit ical can-
didates. Still, no one in ei-
ther body of the legislature 
voted against the bill.

Finally, Senate Bill 70 
would allow the University 
of Louisville to spend $8 
million on a TV studio and 
renovate existing network 
infrastructure. Related to 
its membership in the At-
lantic Coast Conference 
and the ACC Network, the 
bill says it ’s “ imperative 
that the commencement of 
this capital project begins 
in fi scal year 2017-2018.”

With dozens of bills 

and resolutions that have 
passed at least one house, 
it ’s likely we’ll see a steady 
stream of measures sent 
to the governor or passed 
into law in the coming 
weeks. They may not have 
a broad effect on the com-
monwealth, but they’re still 
worthy of at tention.

The most likely can-
didate to join the ranks 
of passed bills is HB 153, 
which would allow trucks 
to carry larger loads of an-
imal feed. I t  has received 
approval in the House and 
Senate. However, it  was 
sent back to the House for 
concurrence on changes 
made in the Senate.

— The State Journal

GUEST COLUMN:
Candy Crush

BY JK COLEMAN

APPALACHI AN  NEWSPAPERS

Back in elementary 
school, Valentine’s Day 
for me was free of Dem-
ocrats and Republicans, 
for I  didn’t know how to 
recognize one from the 
other. Looking back, I  re-
alize I  was in fact the big-
gest Democrat of them 
all, handing out goodies 
to every girl in class while 
making promises no one 
man could ever keep. 

Young people are 
sometimes gullible, as 
are some adults;  one 
group overcome by Cu-
pid, the other by stupid. 
At what point do people 
in Eastern Kentucky and 
southwest West Virginia 

look around and realize 
that the years of being 
courted by handouts 
have brought about what 
some would consider an 
unemployed OxyContin 
Candyland? 

Decades of the sys-
tematic dumbing down of 
our own people has made 
for the fertile ground that 
many entrenched politi-
cians continue to culti-
vate. I t ’s been ground so 
fertile with green tax dol-
lars of the working class 
that it fed a handful of 
local opportunist judges 
and lawyers to the tune 
of $500 million, up to the 
point that even the en-
ablers couldn’t stomach 
it anymore. Entrenched 
or not, and though all 

politicians aren’t guilty of 
it, the thought of allowing 
working people to keep 
more of their own money 
stills irks plenty.

West Virginia Sen. 
Joe Manchin recently 
proclaimed that Wash-
ington D.C. sucks, a no-
tion that I  wholehearted-
ly support. But what also 
sucks are elected offi cials 
who vote against tax 
breaks for workers while 
their overall state’s econ-
omy ranks at or near last 
in the nation. This is evi-
denced by the Democrat 
congresswoman play-
ing Candy Crush on her 
phone during the State 
of the Union Address. 
I t ’s hard to focus on low-
ering taxes and creating 

jobs while 
your hands 
are busy 
p l a y i n g 
ad d i c t i ve 
games.

A 
friend of 
mine sug-
gests that 
the IRS 
put a box 
at the bot-
tom of the 
new tax forms so that 
should you be adamant-
ly against tax breaks, 
you could check the box 
and pay according to the 
old rate. That way you 
could keep funding the 
likes of the National Sci-
ence Foundation, which 
contributed $700,000 of 

your mon-
ey towards 
a New 
York musi-
cal about 
c l i m a t e 
change. Or 
maybe you 
could hope 
to help fi -
nance an-
other IRS 
conference 

in California where they 
spent $50,000 on line 
dancing lessons.

Our own Pike County 
sued the drug manufac-
turer of the aforemen-
tioned local candy, and 
was awarded approxi-
mately $4 million. Only 
God knows where that 

money wound up being 
wasted, for it certainly 
didn’t fi nance any re-
hab centers. I f staring 
down the barrel of local 
ineptness and the sub-
sequent squandering of 
your money isn’t enough 
to get your blood boiling, 
check out, usaspending.
gov.  Any way you slice 
it, it ’s typically the Dem-
ocrats who are busy 
line dancing their way 
through their candy king-
dom, while the poor man 
pays the band. 

The difference in 
Democrats handing out 
candy in their kingdom 
and my handing it out in 
school is that the Demo-
crats are handing out oth-
er people’s candy. Mine 
was bought by my mom 
at Piggly Wiggly. Heart-
shaped candy one day a 
year is fi ne. But sugar is 
addictive, and too much 
candy has made a lot of 
people sick. 

Coleman can be 
reached at , jerryk-
coleman@yahoo.com.

JK Coleman
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Bobby D. Burchett
Bobby D. Burchett, 

69, of Prestonsburg, died 
Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Betty Ruth Howell
Betty Ruth Howell, 

61, of Beaver, died Sun-
day, Feb. 11, 2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Barbara Princess 
Acree Martin

Barbara Princess 
Acree Martin, 88, of 
Vanceburg, formerly of 
Eastern, died Monday, 
Feb. 12, 2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 
Martin.

Franklin Eugene 
Whitt

Franklin Eugene 
Whitt, 65, of Prestons-
burg, died Wednesday, 
Feb. 14, 2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Researchers find largest 
recorded cluster of black lung

BY WILL WRIGHT

LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER

A new research letter pub-
lished in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association 
details a cluster of black lung 
disease in Central Appalachia 
that researchers believe is the 
largest ever recorded.

The study, published Feb. 
6, said three clinics in south-
west Virginia identifi ed 416 coal 
miners with the deadly disease 
from January 2013 to Febru-
ary 2017. Of those, 157 lived in 
Eastern Kentucky.

The study provides further 
evidence that progressive mas-
sive fi brosis, commonly called 
black lung, has surged in re-
cent years among coal miners 
in Central Appalachia.

“It’s shocking and it 
shouldn’t be happening,” said 
Scott Laney, one of the authors 
of the study and a researcher 
with the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health.

Progressive massive fi brosis 
is an irreversible disease caused 
by inhaling dust created during 
coal mining. The dust scars 
the lungs, making it diffi cult to 
breathe and often leading to 
premature death.

Most of the miners identi-
fi ed in the study were retired 
and had worked in mines for 
more than 25 years, but more 
than 20 percent worked for just 
10 to 20 years before being di-
agnosed.

The study “provides a lot of 
credence to what we’ve been 

saying now for almost a de-
cade, which is this is a very se-
rious problem,” Laney said.

Because progressive mas-
sive fi brosis can take years to 
develop, new cases will con-
tinue showing up for years, he 
said.

“We can’t just turn this tap 
off,” Laney said.

For Henry Yonts, the fi rst 
signs of black lung became no-
ticeable about a year after he 
retired in 2009 from a 32-year 
career working in underground 
coal mines.

Yonts, of Letcher County, 
noticed he became quickly ex-
hausted when walking up hills 
during hunting trips.

“Years ago I could walk to 
the top of the mountain,” he 
said.

Yonts said he was offi cially 
diagnosed with black lung in 
2013. He now uses an inhaler 
in the mornings and evenings, 
and needs to rest more fre-
quently when playing with his 
grandchildren.

The level of dust in the 
mines during his last 10 years 
was signifi cantly better than 
when he started in 1977, Yonts 
said.

“The companies I worked 
for, they done the best they 
could do,” he said. “It’s just a 
hard thing to keep down, you 
know, I mean 100 percent 
down.”

Congress passed legislation 
in 1969 requiring coal compa-
nies to reduce the amount of 
dust inhaled by miners in hopes 

of eradicating the disease. By 
some measures, the effort was 
largely successful.

By the late 1990s, the Coal 
Workers’ Health Surveillance 
Program, a federal initiative 
to record levels of progressive 
massive fi brosis, rarely found 
miners affl icted with the dis-
ease, according to the study.

But in the 2000s, the dis-
ease started to reemerge, ac-
cording to a 2012 report in 
the American Journal of Public 
Health.

In 2016, a report showed a 
single radiologist in Pike Coun-
ty had identifi ed 60 cases, the 
majority from Pike, Knott, Floyd 
and Letcher counties.

NOISH estimates more than 
76,000 miners have died from 
progressive massive fi brosis 
since 1968.

Laney said NIOSH is work-
ing to create the fi rst concise 
database that shows the full 
scope of the disease’s impact.

The database will gather 
information from a number of 
sources, including clinics that 
provide X-Rays to miners as 
part of a federal surveillance 
program, lung transplant data 
and death certifi cates.

Evan Smith, an attorney 
with the Appalachian Citizens’ 
Law Center in Whitesburg who 
represents miners seeking 
black-lung benefi ts, said a num-
ber of factors have likely led to 
the increasing prevalence of the 
disease.

“I think what we’re seeing 
now really is a remnant of the 

90s and 2000s,” Smith said.
Those factors include lon-

ger shifts that cause miners to 
inhale more dust; the mining 
of thinner coal seams, which 
requires cutting through more 
sandstone rock that creates a 
more harmful dust; cheating 
on the reporting and enforce-
ment of dust-related rules; and 
the use of heavier equipment, 
which churns up more dust.

Smith said new regulations 
created in 2014 and largely put 
into effect in 2016 may help 
curb the prevalence of the dis-
ease, but he said it is too early 
to tell if the regulations will be 
successful.

The new rules include a low-
er limit on the permissible level 
of dust, and require miners to 
wear personal dust monitors, 
which tell them how much dust 
is currently in the mine.

According to the latest 
study, between April 2016 and 
June 2016, 99 percent of op-
erator-provided samples from 
mines were in compliance with 
the new rules.

“I’m hopeful that they will 
be effective,” Stephen Sanders, 
director of the Appalachian Cit-
izens’ Law Center, said of the 
new regulations.

He also said they were “way 
overdue.”

Yonts is more circumspect. 
The regulations may help, but 
there will always be dust in a 
coal mine, he said.

“That’s just the way the job 
was,” he said.

Community events
• Feb. 16; 10 a.m.: Floyd 

County Fiscal Court meeting 
cancelled. Special meeting ex-
pected to be called for 10 a.m. 
on Feb. 20

• Feb. 16; 7 p.m.: Big Sandy 
Trail Riders meet, Floyd County 
Extension Offi ce.

• Feb. 17; 3:30 p.m. to 7 
p.m.; 6 a.m. to 10 a.m.: Jenny 
Wiley State Resort Park hosts 
elk tours. $30 per adult; $15 for 
children; free for kids age 12 
and under.  (606) 889-1790

• Feb. 17; 8:30 a.m.: Dewey 
Lake Fish & Game Club to host 
hunter safety class, Stratton 
Branch.

• Feb. 17; 7 p.m.: East Ken-
tucky Science Center to host La-
ser Genesis, Prestonsburg

• Feb. 19-Feb. 28; 8 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.: Big Sandy Commu-
nity & Technical College, Pikev-
ille, to host initial surface mine 
training. (606) 218-1228 

• Feb. 19; 5 p.m.: Floyd 
County Soil & Water Conserva-
tion meets. (606) 889-9800

• Feb. 19; 6 p.m.: Prestons-
burg City Council meets. (606) 
886-2335

• Feb. 19; 6 p.m.: Floyd 
County Board of Education to 
meet with members of Superin-
tendent Search Committee, May 
Valley Elementary 

• Feb. 20; 3:30 p.m.: Moun-

tain Arts Center Board of Direc-
tors to meet. (606) 889-9125

• Feb. 20; 5:15 p.m.: Jen-
ny Wiley Chapter of the AARP 
meets at Highland Terrace, 
Prestonsburg. 

• Feb. 20; 6 p.m.: Prestons-
burg Utilities Commission meets, 
utilities offi ce

• Feb. 20; 10 a.m.: Floyd 
County Fiscal Court special 
meeting, courthouse

• Feb. 21; 5 p.m.: Wheel-
wright City Commission, special 
meeting, city hall.

• Feb. 22; 11:30 a.m.: Carl 
D. Perkins Job Corps Center, 
Prestonsburg, to host commu-
nity relations council meeting. 
(606) 433-2265

• Feb. 22; 4 p.m.: Big Sandy 
Community & Technical College, 
Prestonsburg, to host dental 
hygiene pre-admission confer-
ence, Johnson Building (J117). 
(606) 886-7352

• Feb. 22; 3 p.m.: Big Sandy 
Community & Technical College, 
Mayo campus, to host respirato-
ry therapy pre-admission con-
ference, building D, room 202. 
(606) 788-2822

• Feb. 22; 5 p.m.: Highlands 
Health to host Diabetes Support 
group in meeting rooms A & B. 
(606) 886-7490

• Feb. 22; 5 p.m.: Floyd 
County Tourism meets, court-

house 
• Feb. 24;  3:30 p.m. to 7 

p.m.; 6 a.m. to 10 a.m.: Jenny 
Wiley State Resort Park hosts 
elk tours. $30 per adult; $15 for 
children; free for kids age 12 
and under.  (606) 889-1790

• Feb. 24; 7:30 p.m.: Ronnie 
Reno and Reno Tradition, Moun-
tain Arts Center. (888) MAC-
ARTS

• Feb. 25; 7:30 p.m.: Chris 
August performs, Mountain Arts 
Center. 888-MAC-ARTS

• Feb. 26; 10:50 a.m.: Ken-
tucky Chautauqua performance 
features Virgil Covington Jr. as 
William Wells Brown, Gearheart 
Auditorium, Big Sandy Commu-
nity & Technical College. Free. 
(606) 889-4750

• Feb. 28; 6 p.m.: Friends 
of Jenny Wiley will meet at the 
May Lodge to discuss Operation 
Clean Sweep and other items. 
Any person interested in improv-
ing Jenny Wiley State Resort 
Park is encouraged to attend. 

• The Big Sandy Area De-
velopment District offers SHIP 
counselors to help with Medi-
care information and plans like 
Medicare Advantage Plans, Part 
D., LIS (Extra HelpP, Medicare 
Savings Programs and Medigap 
Plans. For details, stop by the 
offi ce on weekdays from 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. or call (606) 886-

2374 or 800-737-2723
• Every Tuesday, Thursday, 

4 p.m.: Let’s Get Moving, East-
ern library. 

• First, third Thursday, 8 
p.m.: Comedy Night, Dewey’s 
Bar and Grill, Jenny Wiley State 
Resort Park. (606) 889-1790

• Every Tuesday, 7 p.m.: 
Lane of Roses Women’s Bible 
Study meets at City Perk, Pres-
tonsburg. ayngeleastevens.la-
neofroses@gmail.com or (606) 
367-2970

• Every Monday; 3:30 p.m., 
through May 7: Mommy and Me 
Sewing Class, Prestonsburg Li-
brary. 

• Every Tuesday, Through 
May 1; 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.: Big 
Sandy Community & Technical 
College, Mayo campus, to host 
woodworking class. Registration 
accepted on any Tuesday. The 
class is for anyone interested in 
woodworking and building proj-
ects with wood. This course is 
specifi cally designed for working 
adults with beginner, intermedi-
ate, and advanced experience 
levels. (606)788-2832   

• Big Sandy Community & 
Technical College hosts driver’s 
education and refresher courses 
on an individualized basis. Basic 
River Motorcycle classes also 
available. Pre-register at (606) 
218-1228
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the river broke the line. 
Gearheart employees 
and employees of In-
termountain Cable and 
Coalfi elds Telephone 
worked through the night 
and in the rain to run 
new fi ber in that area, 
Wiley said. He said they 
re-routed about 2,900 ft. 
of line and it is no longer 
spanning the river. 

“I  think it was a 
full-on team effort,”  he 
said. “I ’m really proud of 
how they stepped up. I t 
took everyone…to get it 
done.” 

Several local agen-
cies were impacted, in-
cluding the Floyd Coun-
ty courthouse and Floyd 
County Schools, among 
other agencies.

Pam Caudill, commu-
nity education liaison for 
the district, said internet 

and telephone services 
were down at every 
school district location 
except Prestonsburg El-
ementary, Prestonsburg 
High School and the dis-
trict ’s central offi ce. 

Wiley praised the 
school district for notify-
ing parents of students 
in schools that were im-
pacted, saying offi cials 
there “did a great job” in 
helping Gearheart notify 
its customers.

OUTAGE
Continued From Page 1A

Saint Joseph Martin sale moving forward
FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND 
TI MES STAFF REPORT 

The sale of Saint Joseph 
Martin is moving forward this 
month.

On Feb. 5, Appalachian 
Regional Healthcare’s Mary 
Breckinridge Health Services, 
Inc. fi led paperwork with the 
Kentucky Cabinet for Health 
and Family Services about the 
acquisition of Saint Joseph Mar-
tin and its facilit ies, the Betsy 
Layne Clinic, the Martin Clinic, 
the Seton Family Health Center 
in Martin and the Wheelwright 
Family Health Center. 

Those documents note a 
March 1 date, but Saint Joseph 

Martin President Kathy Stumbo 
said she believes that date is 
just a regulatory requirement. 
Offi cials have not fi nalized the 
date on which the sale will take 
place, she said. She expects it 
to be fi nalized this spring.

KentuckyOne Health an-
nounced last May that it would 
sell Saint Joseph Martin along 
with several other hospitals it 
owned as part of an “evolu-
tion” of the company’s transi-
tion into a new structure. 

In a press release announc-
ing the sale, KentuckyOne 
Health President and CEO 
Ruth W. Brinkley cited fi nan-
cial strains caused by “great 
change and great uncertainty 

in the health care industry” as 
the driving factor for the sales.  

In December, ARH and 
KentuckyOne Health signed a 
Let ter of Intent to exclusive-
ly negotiate that sale, calling 
the agreement the “next step 
for the future of healthcare” 
in Martin. ARH Mary Breckin-
ridge, a nonprofi t corporation, 
operates McDowell ARH and 
Hazard ARH, among others. 

Stumbo is looking forward 
to the sell.

“We’ll be part of a regional 
system that provides services 
in Appalachia and in Eastern 
Kentucky, and there are a 
number of locations that are 
fairly close to us,” she said. “I  

think it will be a good situation 
for us and for the community.”

She said the hospital has 
not lost any employees due to 
the proposed change of own-
ership.

“We have a wonderful 
group of employees,” she said. 
“We’ve not lost any employees 
related to the sale. Our em-
ployees are very dedicated to 
the hospital and I  think I  can 
say that they want to remain 
here and stay here.”

She talked about recent 
Best Places to Work honors 
the hospital received, saying 
her staff represents a “ loyal, 
dedicated workforce.” 

Offi cials at ARH did not 

return calls seeking comment 

prior to press deadline. 

The organization is also 

eyeing the merger of another 

Floyd County hospital.

In September 2017, ARH 

and Highlands Health an-

nounced a proposed merger, 

reporting offi cials at both hos-

pitals entered into a Let ter of 

Intent to merge Highlands in 

Prestonsburg and its facilit ies 

with the ARH system. If that 

merger is fi nalized, Highlands 

will become known as the 

Highlands ARH Regional Med-

ical Center.

Floyd Rescue Squad 
member charged with 

using squad’s credit card
A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND 

TI MES STAFF REPORT

A member of the Floyd County 
Rescue Squad was arrested after he 
allegedly used the squad’s credit card, 
which was reported stolen, to spend 
more than $390 at various locations.

Jacob Carpenter, 40, of Prestons-
burg, was charged with fraudulent 
use of a credit card under $500 within 
a six-month period.

According to Offi cer Kelly Frasure 
with the Prestonsburg Police Depart-
ment, during Feb. 2 and Feb. 3, Car-
penter used a stolen credit card be-

longing to the Floyd County Rescue 
Squad numerous times: at Speedway 
Gas Station for $299.56, Jenny Wiley 
Liquors for $54.91 and Marathon Gas 
Station for $36.01. The total charges 
amounted to $390.48.

According to Jennifer Lit tle, public 
relations offi cer for the Floyd County 
Rescue Squad, Carpenter was a mem-
ber of the rescue squad between Feb. 
2 and Feb. 3, but he was on reserved 
status with the squad.

An arraignment hearing for Car-
penter is scheduled at 9:30 a.m. Feb. 
21, in Floyd District Court.

Legislation aims to 
cut electric rates

A NEWS-EXPRESS

STAFF REPORT

Sen. Ray S. Jones, I I  has fi led leg-
islation that seeks to offer relief from 
high electricity rates in economically 
distressed counties. 

If approved, according to a state-
ment issued Wednesday, Senate Bill 
147 would require the Public Ser-
vice Commission (PSC) to reconsider 
previous electricity rate increases in 
economically-distressed counties and 
consider whether future increases 
would have adverse economic impact 
on the citizens of those counties. In 
cases involving retail electric suppli-
ers that have economically-distressed 
counties in their service territory, the 
bill states “ the assumed rate of re-
turn on investment shall be no more 
than 6 percent.” The most recent PSC 
decision allowed Kentucky Power to 
recover a 9.7 percent return on in-
vestment while the national average 
rate of return for electricity utility is 
10 percent.

Under this legislation, PSC would 
have the authority to modify, repeal, 
or replace rates and charges that do 
not meet established criteria.

“The economic downturn and fi -
nancial hardship of the past 10 years 
has had a signifi cant impact on the 
people of Eastern Kentucky.” said 
Jones. “We have some of the most 
poverty-stricken counties in the na-
tion. I  live in one of the areas that has 
been devastated by the loss of coal 
mining and mining-related jobs. We 
have a lot of struggling families who 
are trying their best, but jobs — good 
jobs — are scarce. Many families are 
paying a disproportionate percentage 
of their income for basic utility ser-
vices.”

Jones said he is in daily conver-
sations with people who don’t know 
what to do about their expenses.

“Every day I  hear from people 
who say to me, ‘Ray, I  don’t know 
how much longer I  can pay these 
electric bills,’”  Jones said. “I t is not 
uncommon to have ratepayers with 
power bills in excess of $1,000 — and 
many of them are on fi xed incomes. 
We have to help these folks.”

Sen. Brandon Smith, R-Hazard, 
cosponsor of the bill, said he shares 
the same concerns as Jones.

“Ratepayers in Eastern Kentucky 
are struggling to manage their bud-

gets on a monthly basis with the 
continual rate increases,” Smith said. 
“The hikes on these people who have 
suffered enough simply is unaccept-
able.”

The bill further states that, within 
six months of when a rate increase 
appears on the bill, ratepayers may 
fi le a petition with the PSC for a re-
hearing of the rate increase approval. 
Within 60 days of receiving a petition 
with 1,000 signatures, according to 
the proposed bill, the PSC would hold 
a public hearing and review the ev-
idence supporting and opposing the 
increase. Testimony from ratepayers 
would be heard during this hearing, 
according to the bill.

Based on the bill, the PSC would 
render a decision about the rate with-
in 60 days of the hearing. After the 
rehearing, ratepayers may appeal the 
original commission decision to the 
Franklin Circuit Court.

This bill proposed by Jones and 
Smith comes just after the PSC’s rul-
ing regarding Kentucky Power’s rates; 
the ultimate result of which was a 4 
percent decrease in residential cus-
tomer bills. However, Kentucky Power 
has requested a rehearing.

Kentucky Attorney General Andy 
Beshear responded to Kentucky 
Power’s request for a rehearing, call-
ing the PSC’s decision “merited and 
well-received.”

“The Attorney General applauds 
the commission’s actions in ultimately 
reducing monthly bills for (Kentucky 
Power) residential customers,” the 
response said. “The commission’s 
actions acknowledge an undeniable 
truth: (Kentucky Power)’s rates are 
unaffordable.”

According to Beshear, the public 
comments in the record for the case 
showed an obvious need for “desper-
ate” customers who could not afford 
their electric bills.

“For that reason, the Attorney 
General opposes any argument to 
change the reasoned and balanced fi -
nal order of Jan. 8, 2018, in any man-
ner that would prevent the implemen-
tation of the 4 percent on-average 
reduction for residential customers,” 
Beshear’s response said.

Beshear’s response sited tax is-
sues, clarifi cation issues, fi nancing 
issues and tariff change proposals as 
some of the reasons for not support-
ing a rehearing of the case.



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH (IRENE COLE MEMORIAL)

157 S. Front Street, Prestonsburg, KY

606-886-8681

Pastor Dr. Jerry C. Workman

SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.

Worship – 11 a.m & 6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS

Bible Study – 6:30 p.m.

Children’s Choir – 6:30 p.m.

OTHER

Baptist Learning Center (1–5 years) Monday–Friday 7 

a.m. – 5:15 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF PRESTONSBURG

660 North Arnold Avenue, Prestonsburg, KY

Minister Kevin G. Jett

SUNDAYS

Morning Worship – 11 a.m.

Sunday School/Junior Church – 11:30 a.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1430 North Lake Drive, Prestonsburg

(606) 886-2214

Rev. Dr. Stephen A. Sanders

fi rstpresky@gmail.com

SUNDAYS

Sunday School for Children and Adults:  10:00 a.m.

Worship:  11:00 a.m.

HAROLD CHURCH OF CHRIST

Beside Harold Primary Care, Harold

Phone: 606-438-2251 � 606-477-1407

Minister Willie Meade

SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.

Worship – 11 a.m & 6 p.m.

Youth Group – 5 p.m.

PLEASANT HOME BAPTIST CHURCH

55 Wrights Lane, Prestonsburg

Pastor Mark Tackett

Assistant Pastor Randy Polk

SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.

Worship – 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS

Bible Study – 7 p.m.

PRESTONSBURG CHURCH OF CHRI ST
88 Ky Hwy 1428, Prestonsburg
Phone: 606-886-6223
Minister Shawn Slone
SUNDAYS

Worship – 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
WEDNESDAYS

Service – 7 p.m.

Local Church Directory
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BY JAMI E BECKETT

CHRONI CLE & TI MES

 A few weeks ago, we 

lost our beloved black lab 

Bailey. She was truly the 

epitome of love. She gen-

uinely loved people. She 

loved people so much we 

were unable to keep her 

in our fenced-in yard. She 

always managed to fi nd a 

way out. Her last escape 

place was a spot between 

where our fence ended and 

the neighbor’s former pump 

house stood. I fi lled the 

space with barbed wire to 

discourage her from escap-

ing. Bailey escaped anyway, 

leaving strands of her black 

hair stuck to the barbs. I 

gave up and let her freely 

roam the neighborhood.

 As a result, she become 

the “neighborhood dog.” 

During the mornings, she 

waited for one of our neigh-

bors, Connie, to go by. Of-

ten Connie had treats. Bai-

ley would follow Connie to 

her workplace just down the 

road at Rogers Petroleum. 

Connie and the crew loved 

her. Bailey would often greet 

drivers coming in. She even 

knew what day the gar-

bage truck ran and greeted 

them too. I’ve been told the 

garbage men sometimes 

shared their lunch with her. 

I cringed. I didn’t mind Bai-

ley visiting, but I didn’t want 

anyone thinking she didn’t 

have a home or food to eat. 

Once, someone stopped by 

Rogers Petroleum and of-

fered to take Bailey home. 

But the crew informed the 

person she already had one.

 Bailey had a couple of 

dog pals, Gizmo and Marley, 

as well as a cat pal, Shadow. 

Gizmo belonged to a neigh-

bor who has since passed 

away. Marley belonged to 

a neighbor who up and left, 

leaving her behind. And 

Shadow was a stray cat I 

found eating Bailey’s food. 

The four-some become their 

own crew. Bailey introduced 

the crew to Rogers Petro-

leum too.

 Marley was adopted 

by our neighbor Gina and 

began sleeping over there. 

But Bailey followed. Often-

times on weekends Bailey 

wouldn’t allow Gina to sleep 

in. If Marley was still in her 

dog box, Bailey protested, 

barking at Marley until she 

came out to play. The com-

motion often woke Gina 

from her sleep.

 Then, Bailey and her 

friends met another neigh-

bor Carol. Carol became the 

pet-sitter, so to speak. They 

would visit her often. She 

kept them entertained, gave 

them company and love 

and vice versa. During days 

Carol would take “the girls” 

on walks. Sometimes Shad-

ow went and sometimes he 

didn’t. On hot days in the 

summer, she took the girls 

down to the creek to cool 

off . Over time, the animals 

basically moved home-

steads and lived at Carol’s 

house. Except for Bailey. 

Bailey would visit Carol, but 

she still came home. Often 

with a mouth full of treats 

Carol gave her. 

 In addition to doing 

morning hellos, Bailey also 

greeted people in the eve-

nings. And it wasn’t just 

Brandon (my husband) and 

me. When seeing our neigh-

bor Kelly’s truck, she would 

run after Kelly, ready to meet 

him when he got out. 

 Bailey simply loved 

people. She wanted to be 

petted and have her belly 

rubbed. Oftentimes, I would 

start petting her back or 

her head. She would move 

and look at me, as if to say 

“That isn’t the right spot.” If 

you were sitting, she would 

lay her head on your lap, re-

questing your attention. 

 The day that we had 

to say goodbye to Bailey 

was one of the hardest. It 

was simply awful. I have no 

words to describe how ter-

rible it was. I felt as though 

I let her down. She trusted 

and loved me and I didn’t 

do enough for her. I didn’t 

realize exactly how sick she 

was. Because regardless of 

how she felt, she was al-

ways happy to see us. 

 Bailey was truly the 

epitome of love. She loved 

all and was loved by many. 

I know she was a dog, but 

she’s the biggest example 

of love I’ve ever seen. It was 

her nature. I wish I could 

demonstrate the kind of love 

she had. Love that is forgiv-

ing and everlasting. The kind 

of love that keeps on loving 

regardless of anything else. 

It’s the kind of love that 

Christ has for us and we 

should have for others. I’m 

not there yet, but I’m work-

ing on it. I never would have 

imagined that Bailey could 

show me what I needed to 

be.

 “Love is patient, love is 

kind. It does not envy, it does 

not boast, it is not proud. It 

does not dishonor others, it 

is not self-seeking, it is not 

easily angered, it keeps no 

record of wrongs. Love does 

not delight in evil but rejoic-

es with the truth. It always 

protects, always trusts, al-

ways hopes, always perse-

veres. Love never fails.” – 1 

Corinthians 13:4-8a

Bailey was love

1) Bailey enjoying the snow. Photo by Jamie Beckett. 2) Bailey 

showing love to Brandon. Photo by Jamie Beckett. 3) Bailey 

visiting neighbors at Christmas. Photo by Durunda Varney. 

4) Bailey visiting at Gina’s house. Photo by Gina Justice. 

5) Bailey, Marley and Shadow greeting the crew at Rogers 

Petroleum. Photo by Pete Runyon. 6) Bailey and her favorite 

toy – a previously stuffed duck. Photo by Jamie Beckett.
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Most of world is invisible

P
hysics provides a wealth of examples which 

illustrate that we see but a tiny fraction of the 

universe. Visible light is a tiny fraction of the 

electromagnetic spectrum, and whereas our galaxy 

(the Milky Way) was believed by scientists less than 

a hundred years ago to be the only galaxy, it is now 

known that there are at least 100 billion galaxies be-

sides our own, each galaxy containing some 100 bil-

lion stars. The universe is quite large, it is expanding, 

and it is expandingat an accelerating rate. And con-

sider that the entire 

universe, some 14 

billion years ago, was 

confi ned to an area 

smaller than an atom. 

There are so many 

ways in which what 

we see and experi-

ence is just the tip of 

the iceberg that we 

would do well to be 

humble. Overconfi -

dence can be danger-

ous in the realms of 

both knowledge and 

action. The psycholo-

gists Amos Tversky and Daniel Kahneman have done 

seminal work exploring cognitive biases (the ways 

in which our thinking leads us to make faulty judge-

ments or errors). One of these biases is the “availabil-

ity heuristic,” which leads us to favor data and facts 

that are ready to hand. We give prominence to recent 

events and are biased towards what we know, when 

in fact what we don’t know can be very important to 

the issue or judgement we are making. Be humble in 

the face of what you do not know.   

–Christopher Simon

“For we know in part and we prophesy in part,

but when completeness comes, what is in part 

disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child, 

I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 

became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind 

me. For now we see only a refl ection as in a mirror; 

then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; 

then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.”

—1 Corinthians 13:9-12 NIV



SPECIAL TO THE 
FLOYD CHRONICLE

The 19th Annual Big 
Sandy Women’s Business 
Symposium will be held 
in Johnson County this 
month.

The event, presented 
by Morehead State Uni-
versity’s East Kentucky 
Small Business Develop-
ment Center, will begin at 
9 a.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 
27, at the Ramada Hotel 
and Conference Center in 
Paintsville.

Themed “Making 

Connections,” the sym-
posium will feature work-
shops, informational 
breakout sessions, meals 
and other activities.

“All women are in-
vited to attend the sym-
posium,” a press release 
from MSU said.

Registration and net-
working begins at 9 a.m. 
with opening remarks 
scheduled at 10 a.m. by 
Trish Adams. Attend-
ees may choose to at-
tend breakout sessions 
on QuickBooks or social 
media in the morning. 

The afternoon keynote 
address will be delivered 
by Amelia “Mimi” Brown, 
who mentors individuals 
and businesses. 

“With more than 10 
years of corporate train-
ing experience, a knack 
for making meaningful 
connections with audi-
ences and an insatiable 
appetite for helping oth-
ers maximize their poten-
tial, she knows how to 
rock a platform, connect 
with a crowd and provide 
training so that others 
can effectively do the 

same,” the press release 
said. “Brown’s down-to-
earth humor compels 
audiences to laugh while 
they learn.”

The Pike County Cen-
tral Jazz Band will pro-
vide entertainment at 
the event and the Pic-
ture Perfect Photo Booth 
will also be available to 
guests.

The symposium is 
funded in part by the U.S. 
Small Business Adminis-
tration. Sponsors include 
AAA Real Estate, Appa-
lachian Wireless, BB&T 

Bank, First Common-
wealth Bank, MACED, 
Mountain Apothecary of 
Paintsville, Paul B. Hall 
Regional Medical Center, 
Pop’s Chevrolet, Toyo-
ta Motor Manufacturing 
and Pikeville Walmart. 
Community Trust Bank, 
Q95FM and the East Ken-
tucky Business Exchange 
are also sponsors. 

Registration is $30 
per person. For more 
information, call, (606) 
432-5848.

Lawmakers drop 401(k)-style 
retirement plan for 

government workers
BY TOM LATEK

KENTUCKY TODAY

A mandatory 401(k)-
style plan will not be part of 
an overhaul of Kentucky’s 
public pension systems, 
lawmakers said Wednes-
day, because the savings 
wouldn’t be suffi cient to 
make it worthwhile to the 
state.

Senate President Rob-
ert Stivers, R-Manchester, 
said the overhaul, which is 
now in the hands of legisla-
tive staffers, has undergone 
substantial change since it 
was unveiled last October. 
The most signifi cant being a 
move away from the 401(k)-
style plan endorsed by Re-
publican Gov. Matt Bevin.

The provision was the 

most controversial part of 
the proposed pension over-
haul, and drew boisterous 
protests from government 
employees. 

With legislative elec-
tions coming later this year, 
angering Kentucky’s polit-
ically active state workers 
and teachers wasn’t seen 
as a wise move by many in-
cumbents on the ballot. But 
lawmakers said the decision 
to stray from the 401(k)-
style plan had only to do 
with dollars and cents.

“If you’re in a defi ned 
benefi ts system, you want 
to continue in a defi ned 
benefi t system,” Stivers 
said.

Kentucky’s pension 
plans for government em-
ployees and school teach-

ers are among the most 
underfunded in the nation, 
to the tune of somewhere 
between $30 billion and $80 
billion.

House Speaker Pro-Tem 
David Osborne said data 
shows changing employees 
to a 401(k)-style plan has 
short- and long-term fi nan-
cial costs.

Stivers said lawmak-
ers are considering giving 
new teachers the ability to 
choose from a variety of re-
tirement plans, but he didn’t 
elaborate.

Drafting the roughly 
200-page bill has been a te-
dious and long process for 
lawmakers, who are now 
halfway through this year’s 
legislative session.
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Legislators seeks 
RECLAIM Act approval

A FLOYD CHRONICLE AND 
TIMES STAFF REPORT

Several local representatives fi led 
bipartisan legislation this week to ask 
congress to pass the an act that would 
help coal producing counties.

Representatives Angie Hatton, 
D-Whitesburg, John Blanton, R-Salyers-
ville, Larry Brown, R-Prestonsburg, and 
Chris Fugate, R-Chavies, fi led House 
Resolution 154 on Feb. 13, asking the 
U.S. Congress to pass the Revitalizing 
the Economy of Coal Communities Act, 
also known as the RECLAIM Act. 

They request that a copy of the 
resolution be sent to President Don-
ald Trump, Vice President Mike Pence, 
House Speaker Paul Ryan, Majority 
Leader Sen. Mitch McConnell and Sen. 
Chuck Schumer, minority leader of the 
U.S. Senate, as well as all members of 
Kentucky’s congressional delegation.

U.S. Representative Harold “Hal” 
Rogers, representing the fi fth congres-

sional district in Kentucky, introduced 
the RECLAIM Act of 2016 and he joined 
McConnell in an effort that resulted in 
the fi ling of two RELAIM Act bills fi led 
in the U.S. House and Senate last year. 
Those bills would bring $1 billion in 
funding to the Abandoned Mine Rec-
lamation Program over the next fi ve 
years to “revitalize communities that 
have been impacted by the downturn 
of the coal industry,” the resolution 
states.

The funds would be distributed to 
states in $200 million increments each 
year for fi ve years and those funds 
would “empower states to work with 
local communities to identify and fund 
economic development projects on 
abandoned mine lands,” it says.

The resolution points out that 
13,000 coal mining jobs have been lost 
and the Offi ce of Surface Mining Rec-
lamation and Enforcement estimates 
the act would create 4,600 reclamation 
jobs in the U.S.

Big Sandy Women’s Business Symposium set

Submitted photo

Amelia “Mimi” Brown, who mentors individuals and businesses, will be the keynote speaker at the Big Sandy 
Women’s Business Symposium.
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Intelligence is a powerful tool that needs to
be used with integrity to make your life better.
Consider all your options and bring about
change that will ensure greater stability and
long-term security. Offer hands-on, not finan-
cial, help to those in need.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- Do your
best without going over budget. Don't indulge
in excessive behavior or be enticed by people
who want to take advantage of you. Take care
of your needs first. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- Put your
time, effort and energy into something worth-
while. If you offer understanding, compassion
and practical solutions to someone you love, it
will draw you closer together. Avoid disagree-
ments. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- An offer may
not be all it's hyped up to be. Look at the pros
and cons and negotiate a deal that is fair, but
also offers you greater incentive and long-term
benefits. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Joint ven-
tures are best avoided. Keep your finances,
personal information and passwords tucked
away somewhere safe. Explore a unique idea to
come up with a worthwhile plan. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Don't let
someone you have dated or worked with in the
past interfere in what you are trying to accom-
plish now. Emotional manipulation and decep-
tion are prevalent.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- Put what you
have experienced to good use. Explore new
possibilities and expand your circle of friends.
Short trips, retreats or reunions will lead to a
positive lifestyle change. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- A change will do
you good, but don't go into debt to keep up

with your neighbors or friends. Only spend
what you have, and appreciate what you've got. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Taking part in
industry events, seminars or trade shows will
help you decipher what you want to do next.
Mix business with pleasure and include some-
one you love in your plans. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Consider all
the things you have done to earn a living and
the skills you have honed that can help you
explore new professional options. Be open to
change.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- Participate
in events that include friends, family or a loved
one. Doing something that will make a differ-
ence in your community or to an organization
you believe in is favored.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- Stick
close to home and avoid anyone with a tenden-
cy to take advantage of you or bully you.
Personal changes at home based on intelligent
ideas will improve your life. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) --
Emotional distress will take charge if someone
takes advantage of you. Only agree to what's
fair, and designate more time to the people and
things that bring you joy.

+

ACROSS
1 Whining noise
5 Weather system
9 Diva — Gluck

13 Carl Sagan’s “The Dragons of —”
14 Synthetic fiber
16 Jungle warning
17 Place of exile
18 Enjoy the rink
19 Cheerio! (hyph.)
20 Having a notched edge
22 Kind of housing
24 Pb, on the periodic table
25 Kapow!
26 Crude carriers
29 Updo
32 Famed Madrid museum
33 Departed quickly
34 Potting material
36 Promise to pay
37 Mahogany and teak
38 Mont. neighbor
39 Doesn’t continue
41 Is up for election
42 Signpost info
44 Tern or albatross
46 Chef’s patrons
47 Back muscles
48 Foxes’ digs

49 Display of respect
52 Decision makers
56 Turkish official
57 More uncommon
59 Errant GI
60 — scratch
61 Six-Day War site
62 Verne’s submarine captain
63 Thomas Hardy heroine
64 Some T-shirts
65 Maple or sycamore

DOWN
1 Zorro’s marks
2 Slothful
3 Kan. neighbor
4 Knotty
5 Plantain lilies
6 Annoyed
7 Happy
8 Very warm
9 Apollo’s twin

10 Bread buy
11 First name in spying
12 UAE word
15 Family connections
21 Space preceder
23 Bleacher shout
25 Garden intruders

26 Mayberry moppet
27 Tailors’ needs
28 Summa cum —
29 Golden-haired
30 Curtain material
31 Pillow filler
33 Poker pair
35 Highland miss
37 Journalists
40 Very low bows
42 Kind of van
43 Flash
45 Suitcase
46 Wreckage
48 Apprehension
49 Hatchet handle
50 Hideous monster
51 Electrical units
52 “Artaxerxes” composer
53 Basin companion
54 Chariot race locale
55 Blackthorn
58 Draw a bead on 

TODAY’S CROSSWORD PUZZLE

TODAY’S SUDOKU PUZZLE

HOW

TO

PLAY:

• Each column 

has to have 

numbers 1 to 9

• Each row has to 

have numbers 1 

to 9

• Each 3x3 Box 

has to have 

numbers 1 to 9

GRIZZWELLS

FRANK & ERNEST

THATABABY

BORN LOSER

BIG NATE

All answers are in today’s Mingo Messsenger

ARLO & JANIS

DAILY

ASTROGRAPH
by Eugenia Last
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YOUR

AD

COULD
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Call our
advertising
staff today

at (800) 539-
4054 for

more details.
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TO OUR READERS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIISSSSHHHHEEEERRRR’’’’SSSS
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

All real estate ad-
vertising in this 
newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair 
Housing Act 
which makes it il-
legal to advertise 
“any preference, 
limitation or dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n
b a s e d
on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, handi-
cap, familial sta-
tus or national 
origin, or an in-
tention to make 
any such prefer-
ence, limitation 
or discrimina-
tion.” Familial in-
cludes children 
under the age of 
18 living with pa-
rents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant 
women and peo-
ple securing cus-
tody of children 
under 18.
This newspaper 
will not knowing-
ly accept any ad-
vertising for real 
estate which is in 
violation of the 
law. Our readers 
are hereby in-
formed that all 
dwellings adver-
tised in this 
newspaper are 
available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis. To com-
plain of discrimi-
nation, call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The 
toll-free number 
for the hearing 
impaired is 1-
800-927-9275.

PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCIIIIEEEESSSS
The Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times reserves 
the right to edit, 
properly classify, 
cancel or decline 
any ad. We will 
not knowingly ac-
cept advertising 
that discrimi-
nates on the basis 
of sex, age, reli-
gion, race,
n a t i o n -
al origin or physi-
cal disability.

PPPPLLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE    
CCCCHHHHEEEECCCCKKKK

YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR AAAADDDD
Please read your 
ad the first day it 
appears in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times. Report 
any errors imme-
diatley and we 
will gladly correct 
any errors pub-
lished. Credit will 
be issued for one 
(1) day only. Af-
ter the first day 
the ad can be cor-
rected for the re-
maining number 
of runs, but credit 
will not be issued 
for days ad ran 
incorrectly.

PPPPEEEERRRRSSSSOOOONNNNAAAALLLL
AAAADDDD    PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCYYYY

Ads will be print-
ed at publisher’s 
discretion. 
Publisher not re-
sponsible for re-
sults, parties re-
sponding to or 
placing ads.

FOR SALE

FFFFOOOORRRR    SSSSAAAALLLLEEEE::::
LLLLAAAARRRRGGGGEEEE coal scrip 
collection. Over 
300 coins. Six 
states. Serious in-
quiries only. 606-
789-2040.

NNNNEEEEEEEEDDDD    EEEEXXXXTTTTRRRRAAAA
CCCCAAAASSSSHHHH???? Run a 
Classified Ad. 
They Work!
Call (800)539-
4054 Today!

APARTMENTS-

UNFURNISHED

AAAAPPPPAAAARRRRTTTTMMMMEEEENNNNTTTTSSSS    
FFFFOOOORRRR    RRRREEEENNNNTTTT
Two-2 BDRM 
apartments for 
rent. 1/2 mile 
from Minnie
P a r k .
Central heat and 
air. Water & gar-
bage included. 
Electric partially 
paid. Call 859-
354-4086 or 606-
481-8624.

2222BBBBRRRR,,,,    1111----1111////2222BBBBAAAA
TTTTOOOOWWWWNNNNHHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE,,,,
3BR, 1-1/2BA
modular home 
and 1BR apart-
ment. All in Pres-
tonsburg. Call 
606-886-8991

3333    BBBBEEEEDDDDRRRROOOOOOOOMMMM    2222
1/2 bath available 
for rent. $950.00 
per month. In-
cludes stove, re-
frigerator and 
d i s h w a s h e r .
Wa s h e r / D r y e r  
hookup is availa-
ble. Call 606-432-
4653 or 606-794-
1463.

HOUSES FOR RENT

HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE    FFFFOOOORRRR    
RRRREEEENNNNTTTT
3 BR in Maytown. 
Large patio front 
and back. Huge 
lot. Very nice 
home. $600/mo. 
plus $500/dep. 
606-874-2720.

MOBILE HOMES FOR

RENT

3333    BBBB....RRRR,,,,    in New Al-
len, own lot, stor-
age BLD. two 
back doors, $500 
mth. plus $399 
dep. 874-2720.

2222BBBBRRRR    TTTTRRRRAAAAIIIILLLLEEEERRRR    
FFFFOOOORRRR rent near 
Prestonsburg Ele-
mentary. Call af-
ter 5PM or leave 
message 606-886-
9931

OOOONNNNEEEE    3333BBBBRRRR    2222BBBBAAAA
SSSSIIIINNNNGGGGLLLLEEEE    WWWWIIIIDDDDEEEE    
MMMMOOOOBBBBIIIILLLLEEEE Home 
for rent at Auxier, 
$495mo. One 3BR 
2BA Doublewide 
for $595mo. Call 
Meade Rentals 
606-264-5906 to 
ask about applica-
tion and deposit.

Call me,
GGGGiiiinnnnaaaa    FFFFeeeerrrrgggguuuussssoooonnnn,,,,

for all your 
advertising needs 

in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 

Times
Enhance your 
selling power 

today!
(800)539-4054

TOWNHOUSE/COND

O

2222BBBBRRRR    1111----1111////2222BBBBAAAA
CCCCOOOONNNNDDDDOOOO located 
on Lafferty Lane 
in Prestonsburg. 
Freshly painted. 
Hardwood floors. 
$725mo. $300dep. 
For more info call 
606-264-5906. 

LEGALS

NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE    OOOOFFFF    
IIIINNNNTTTTEEEENNNNTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

TTTTOOOO    MMMMIIIINNNNEEEE
PPPPuuuurrrrssssuuuuaaaannnntttt    ttttoooo    
AAAApppppppplllliiiiccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnn    

NNNNuuuummmmbbbbeeeerrrr    
888833336666----5555666644448888,,,,    

MMMMaaaajjjjoooorrrr    RRRReeeevvvviiiissssiiiioooonnnn    
NNNNoooo....    5555

In accordance 
with KRS 
350.070, notice is 
hereby given that 
Spurlock Mining, 
LLC 3228 Sum-
mit Square Place, 
Suite 180, Lexing-
ton, Kentucky 
40509 has applied 
for a major revi-
sion to an existing 
underground coal 
mining and recla-
mation operation 
located at Tram in 
Floyd County. 
The major revi-
sion will add 0.00 
acres of surface 
disturbance, mak-
ing a total area of 
254.75 acres with-
in the revised per-
mit boundary.
The proposed ma-
jor revision area 
is approximately 
0.8 miles south of 
US 23's junction 
with Powell 
Branch Road and 
located alongside 
Powell Branch.
The proposed ma-
jor revision is lo-
cated on the Har-
old USGS 7 1/2 
minute quadran-
gle map.  The sur-
face area to be af-
fected by the ma-
jor revision is 
owned by ACIN 
LLC.
The major revi-
sion proposes to 
change the post-
mining land use 
to Pastureland.
The application 
has been filed for 
public inspection 
at the Depart-
ment for Natural 
Resources' Pres-
tonsburg Regional 
Office, 3140 South 
Lake Drive, Suite 
6, Prestonsburg, 
Kentucky 41653. 
Written com-
ments, objections, 
or requests for a 
permit conference 
must be filed with 
the Director of the
Division of Mine 
Permits, 300 Sow-
er Boulevard, 
Frankfort, Ken-
tucky 40601.

NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE
TTTThhhheeee    HHHHoooouuuussssiiiinnnngggg    
AAAAuuuutttthhhhoooorrrriiiittttyyyy    ooooffff    
FFFFllllooooyyyydddd    CCCCoooouuuunnnnttttyyyy    is 
requesting quotes 
for Insurance 
Services (Liabili-
ty, Property, Pub-
lic Officials, Auto-
mobile, Cyber/ 
Employee Dishon-
esty).  The HA
owns and/or man-
ages: (a) 4 multi-
family apartment 
complexes total-
ing 172 units; (b) 
1 senior com-
plexes, totaling 12 
units; and  (c) ad-
ministrates  a to-
tal of 326 Section 
8 Housing Choice 

LEGALS

Vouchers.  Quotes 
must be received 
at Central; Office 
by 4:00pm June 1, 
2018.  Any inter-
ested parties 
must contact An-
na Howell, Execu-
tive Director at 

( 6 0 6 ) 2 8 5 - 3 8 3 3
e x t .
308 for detailed
information.
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To submit sports news or comments, contact Regional Sports Editor Randy White or Steve LeMaster � Phone: 606-886-8506  �  Email: sports@news-expressky.com

Jaguars hold off 

Golden Eagles, 

60-55 
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BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

EASTERN — In a big 15th Region boys’ bas-
ketball showdown, host Floyd Central held on to 
defeat Johnson Central 60-55 Tuesday night. 

With the win, Floyd Central improved to 
16-11.

Johnson Central dropped to 14-13 with 
the loss. 

After leading 36-24 at halftime and owning 
multiple double-digit leads in each half, Floyd 
Central found itself having to answer numerous 
Johnson Central runs after the intermission period. 
The Golden Eagles, prior to falling short, outscored Floyd 
Central 21-15 in the fourth quarter. 

Floyd Central returned to the win column following three straight 
losses. The Jaguars’ recent losing skid was made up of losses to 
North Laurel, Frederick Douglass and Scott County.  

“We played very well in the fi rst half and played just well enough 
to pull out the win in the second half,” Floyd Central coach Kevin 
Spurlock said, following his team’s hard-fought win. “Johnson Central 
is a very good team that plays hard. I t was a good win following three 
hard losses last week. We need to build on it in our two other tough 
regular-season games as we prepare for the district tournament.”

Floyd Central shot 44.9 percent (22 of 49) from the fi eld. The 
Jaguars were seven of 15 (46.7 percent) from three-point range. 

Floyd Central shot 50 percent (nine of 18) from the free-throw 
line. 

Inside, Floyd Central outrebounded Johnson Central 36-33. 
JR Tackett, a senior guard, led Floyd Central with a game-high 

See JAGUARS, Page 15A

Bradley Woods signs to play football for Union College

submitted photo

Betsy Layne’s Bradley Woods signs on the dotted line to play football this fall with Union College surround by friends, family and teammates at Betsy Layne. 

Woods racked up a 46 percent pass completion, 589 yards and eight touchdowns through the air on his senior season, as well as 326 yards on 63 attempts 

and two TD’s on the ground for the Bobcats.

Floyd Central’s Brady Conn
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18 points, six assists, seven 
rebounds, three blocks and 
two steals. 

Kyle Isaac, who drained 
four 3-point fi eld goals, fol-
lowed Tackett in the Floyd 
Central scoring column, 
posting 15 points. 

Bigman Brady Conn 
accompanied Tacket t and 
Isaac in double fi gures in 
scoring and recorded the 
game’s lone double-double, 
fi nishing with 12 points and 
a game-high 13 rebounds. 

Ethan Smith-Mills nar-
rowly missed reaching dou-
ble fi gures in scoring for 
the Jaguars, delivering nine 
points. 

Cameron Nelson, Jake 
Collins and Dylan Caudill 
completed the Floyd Central 
individual scoring with two 
points apiece. 

Johnson Central shot 
37.7 percent (20 of 53) from 
the fi eld. The Golden Ea-
gles were seven of 20 (35 
percent) from three-point 
range. 

Johnson Central shot 
57.1 percent (8-of-14) from 
the free-throw line. 

Gabe Ferral led John-
son Central with 18 points, 
sharing game-high scoring 
honors with Floyd Central’s 
Tacket t. Ferral connected on 
four three-point fi eld goals 
for the Golden Eagles. 

Isaiah May added 16 
points and Jacob Rice con-
tributed 13 points for the 
Golden Eagles in the setback. 
May and Rice led the Golden 
Eagles in rebounding, claim-
ing seven rebounds apiece. 

Cory VanHoose and Dal-
ton Collins rounded out the 
Johnson Central individu-
al scoring, chipping in fi ve 
points and three points, re-
spectively. 

Johnson Central slipped 
back into the loss column af-
ter defeating Sheldon Clark, 
Pikeville and Paintsville as 
part of a three-game win 
streak. 

Each team commit ted 
13 turnovers in the game, 
which served as the fi rst-ev-
er meeting for the two 15th 
Region boys’ basketball pro-
grams.

Graham leads Blackcats 

past June Buchanan 
BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

PIPPA PASSES — 
Prestonsburg claimed its 
second straight win on 
the road at June Buchan-
an on Monday night, pre-
vailing 70-57 in a boys' 
high school basketball 
game.

Non-district rivals, 
Prestonsburg and June 
Buchanan hail from 
neighboring regions. 
June Buchanan is a for-
mer champion from the 
nearby 14th Region. 

Prestonsburg claimed 
its fourth win in fi ve 
games. The Brandon 
Ge a r h e a r t - c o a c h e d 
Blackcats have shown 
much improvement over 
the past month.

With the win, Pres-
tonsburg improved to 12-
16.

June Buchanan 
dropped to 8-17 with the 
loss. 

The Blackcats fared 
well offensively through-
out the non-district con-
test. 

Prestonsburg shot 46 
percent (23 of 50) from 
the fi eld. The Blackcats 
were 10 of 22 (45.5 per-
cent) from three-point 
range. 

Prestonsburg shot 
58.3 percent (14 of 24) 
from the free-throw line. 

Graham Burchett, a 
sophomore forward, led 
Prestonsburg to the win, 
scoring a game-high 25 
points and pulling down 
eight rebounds for the 
Blackcats. The hot-shoot-
ing Graham drained four 
three-point fi eld goals for 
the Blackcats in the win.

Following Graham in 
the Prestonsburg scoring 
column, senior guard Phil 
Cornet t contributed 20 
points. Cornet t drained 
fi ve three-point fi eld 
goals for the Blackcats. 

Prestonsburg fea-
tured three scorers in 
double fi gures. Accom-
panying Burchett and 
Cornet t in double fi gures, 
sophomore forward/
guard Adam Slone added 
17 points for the Black-
cats. 

Active around the 
goal, Slone pulled down 
eight rebounds for Pres-
tonsburg in the victory. 

Prestonsburg is clos-
ing in on the postseason. 
The Blackcats are due to 
face longtime rival Betsy 
Layne in the 58th District 
Boys' Basketball Tourna-
ment at Floyd Central on 
Wednesday, Feb. 21. 

Prestonsburg entered 
the fi nal week of the reg-
ular-season with other 
games remaining versus 
Magoffi n County and 
Jenkins. 

Lady Blackcats upend June Buchanan, 

Oneida Baptist Institute
BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

PRESTONSBURG 

— Earlier in the week, 

Prestonsburg was en-

joying a four-game 

winning streak under 

fi rst-year head coach 

Brandon Kidd. The 

Lady Blackcats posted 

back-to-back wins over 

June Buchanan and 

Oneida Baptist Insti-

tute on the road. 

Following a victo-

ry over Oneida Baptist 

Institute on Tuesday, 

Prestonsburg extend-

ed its winning streak to 

four games, the most 

successful stretch for 

the Lady Blackcats thus 

far in the 2017/2018 

season.

Prestonsburg 68, 

June Buchanan 34 

Reesce Endicott 

poured in a game-

high 26 points to lead 

Prestonsburg over host 

June Buchanan 68-34 

in a girls' high school 

basketball game on 

Monday night. 

Prestonsburg shot 

39.3 percent (24 of 

61) from the fi eld. The 

Lady Blackcats were 

seven of 24 (29.2 per-

cent) from three-point 

range. 

Prestonsburg shot 

70 percent (14 of 20) 

from the free-throw 

line.  

Joining Endicott in 

double fi gures in the 

Prestonsburg scoring 

column, Alivia Slone 

added 15 points and 

Celina Mullins contrib-

uted 10 points. 

Alison Campbell 

(seven points), Nicole 

Burchett (four points), 

Maddie Rainey (three 

points), Alexis Beatty 

(two points) and Faith 

Lazar (two points) pro-

vided additional scoring 

for the Lady Blackcats 

in the victory. 

Burchett paced 

Prestonsburg inside, 

grabbing a game-high 

eight rebounds. 

Prestonsburg 67, 

Oneida Baptist 

I nstitute 29 

Alivia Slone scored 

a game-high 24 points 

to lead Prestonsburg 

past host Oneida Bap-

tist Institute 67-29 in a 

late-season girls' high 

school basketball game 

on Tuesday night. 

With the win, Pres-

tonsburg improved to 

12-14. 

Controlling the 

backboards, Prestons-

burg claimed 45 total 

rebounds. 

Oneida Baptist In-

stitute slipped to 1-26 

with the loss. 

Reesce Endicott 

posted 15 points and 

Nicole Burchett add-

ed 12 points as three 

Prestonsburg players 

reached double fi gures 

in the scoring column. 

Burchett recorded 

a double-double, pull-

ing down 14 rebounds 

for Prestonsburg in the 

triumph.

Maddy Rainey also 

grabbed 14 rebounds 

as the Lady Blackcats 

dominated inside. 

Narrowly missing 

double fi gures in scor-

ing for the Lady Black-

cats, Celina Mullins net-

ted nine points. 

Alison Campbell 

and Faith Lazar round-

ed out the Prestons-

burg individual scoring, 

registering fi ve points 

and two points, respec-

tively.

Prestonsburg exited 

the contest with other 

regular-season games 

remaining versus Shel-

by Valley and East 

Ridge. 

JAGUARS
Continued From Page 14A

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Steve LeMaster

Floyd Central’s JR Tackett drives to the basket on a break away Tuesday night against Johnson Cen-

tral. Tackett had a game high 18 points to lead the Jaguars to a 60-55 win over the Golden Eagles.
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